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The beginning of a new school year brings mixed emotions for many but as I begin my 38th 

year as an educator, it is one of my favorite times. I always look forward to the new year, working with 

children, parents, staff, and the community to provide exciting learning opportunities for our 

students. In Williamsville, we are eager and ready to work our hardest and do our best for almost 

11,000 children who returned to our classrooms last week.  

As we begin the school year, an overriding concern is the expected resurgence of the H1N1 

virus. We have been proactive in our planning measures, establishing a strong partnership with the 

Erie County Department of Health and working directly with Commissioner Anthony Billittier who 

visited the District last week and addressed faculty and staff about the expected resurgence of the 

H1N1 virus. Our focus has been on preparation, communication, and prevention. Important 

information, health links, and timely updates will continue to be posted on the District website at 

www.williamsvillek12.org. An informational brochure, developed with input from local health officials, 

will be distributed to all parents. Our schools will promote proper hand hygiene and respiratory 

etiquette, emphasizing the importance of frequent and thorough hand washing.  Hand sanitizers 

have been installed at all schools and we have stockpiled the cleaning agents and disinfectants 

recommended by health officials. Sick individuals – students or staff – are advised to stay home. 

Students who come to school with flu-like symptoms will be isolated from others until a parent or 

guardian can bring them home.  We will monitor student attendance rates and submit daily reports 

to the Health Department, as required, to assist in tracking the progression of the H1N1 virus. We 

will keep our school community advised of any developments or new information concerning this 

emergent health concern. 

In other important matters, we are in the final stages of developing a multi-million dollar 

facilities improvement project that will require a special District vote on December 1, 2009. The year-

end vote is necessary in order to secure community support so that available federal stimulus funds 

can be applied to the project and work can begin next summer. The project will include targeted 

infrastructure, health and safety, and energy efficiency improvements at all schools. For example, all 

high school science labs, original to when the schools were built, will be renovated. The goal is to 

maximize our opportunity to improve the learning environment for students using a financial plan 

supported mostly by federal and state funding rather than local tax dollars.  The Board of Education 

has been updated regularly throughout the planning process and final plans for the proposed project 

will be presented to the Board at a special public meeting on September 29. A public forum on the 

project will be held before the December vote.  

As the year commences, we undoubtedly will face our share of challenges. By embracing the 

power of collaboration and keeping our focus on students no challenge is insurmountable. I thank 

the community for its continued support and look forward to another successful school year. 


